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The country was already in great internal chaos, when
the Entente representatives began to arrive.   The ambi-
tious politicians, who well knew that they had no hold on
the nation, began to seek the favor and protection of the
foreign representations.   Petty intrigues, individual lust
for power, and personal feelings of revenge took the
place of an open preparation for peace and a united
national struggle for existence.   The parliament was dis-
solved by the government, although this meant the last
general representation for the whole Empire.  The larger
part of the press was constantly complaining of the lack
of national harmony, attacking the government for its
weakness, and using a more and more threatening lan-
guage against the Sultan and his despotic designs.   Some
big scandals in which two or three cabinet members were
directly involved also were disclosed.   The government
could not establish a censorship, because it was uncon-
stitutional.   One of the main causes of agitation against
the Union and Progress Party had been its unconstitu-
tional censorship.   The new government, which had the
natural ambition of acting exactly contrary to their pre-
decessors, did not dare to establish a censorship.   The
Allied missions came to their help.   In December, 1918,
an interallied censorship was established, both for the
purpose of safeguarding the military interests of the
Allied Powers and at the same time of checking publica-
tions of a nature to create new interracial animosities.
Although this censorship was contrary to the spirit of
the armistice, the Turkish Government, instead of object-
ing to it, tried only to take advantage of it for its own
ends.   The censorship was very arbitrary, it had no work-
ing- principles, no definite aims, no leadership.   It never
discussed matters; it only dictated and ordered.   It im-
posed hard punishments for the slightest offenses.   Not
only infractions of the rules, but also the mere sending
in of undesired news items created liability to punish-